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Boyz N the Hood (John Singleton, 1989; 120 minutes)

Screenwriter: John Singleton

Producer: Steve Nicolaides
Cinematography: Charles Mills
Editor: Barry Bruce Cannon
Production Design: Bruce Bellamy
Costumes: Darryl Johnson, Shirley Williams
Original Music: Stanley Clarke
Cast

Tre Styles (Cuba Gooding Jr.)


Reva Styles (Angela Bassett)


Furious Styles (Laurence Fishburne)
Doughboy / Darren (Ice Cube)


Brandi (Nia Long)


Mad Dog (Lexie Bigham)


Little Chris (Kenneth A. Brown)


Brandi - Age 10 (Nicole Brown)


Sheryl (Ceal)


Ricky Baker (Morris Chestnut)
Keisha (Darneicea Corley)


Lewis Crump (John Cothran Jr.)


Trina (Na'Blonka Durden)


Mrs. Olaf (Susan Falcon)


Officer Coffey (Jessie Ferguson)
Mrs. Baker (Tyra Ferrell)


Dooky (Dedrick D. Gobert)


Chris (Regi Green)


Rosa (Tammy Hanson)


Tre - Age 10 (Desi Arnez Hines II)


Bobby - Age 10 (Valentino D. Harrison)


Doughboy - Age 10 (Baha Jackson)


Ricky - Age 10 (Donovan McCrary)


Renee (Dee Dee Jacobs)


Officer Graham (Kirk Kinder)


Brandi's Mom (Meta King)


Shalika (Regina King)


The Old Man (Whitman Mayo)


Kid (Jimmy Lee Newman)


Shanice (Alysia Rogers)
 
Tisha's Grandmother (Esther Scott)


Tisha (Leonette Scott)


Ric Rock (Vonte Sweet)


Monster (Baldwin C. Sykes)


Ferris (Raymond D. Turner)


Yo-Yo (Yolanda Whittaker)

Abstract (adapted from IMDB.com)
John Singleton's portrayal of social problems in inner-city Los Angeles takes the form of a tale of three friends growing up together in the 'hood. Half-brothers Doughboy and Ricky Baker are foils for each other's personality, presenting very different approaches to the tough lives they face. Ricky is the All-American athlete, looking to win a football scholarship to USC and seeks salvation through sports, while Dough succumbs to the violence, alcohol, and crime surrounding him in his environment, but maintains a strong sense of pride and code of honor. Between these two is their friend Tre, who is lucky to have a father, Furious Styles, to teach him to have the strength of character to do what is right and to always take responsibility for his actions.
Questions for Discussion:

1.  How do race, gender, and class relations intersect in Boyz N the Hood? Find examples from the film to support your observations.
2.  How does Boyz N the Hood compare or respond to the Blaxploitation films we saw in Section 2? With Sweetback or Ganja & Hess? Find examples from the films to support your observations.
3.  How does Boyz N the Hood compare to the work of the LA Rebellion filmmakers? Find examples from the films to support your observations.
4.  Why is Boyz N the Hood historically important?






